PROLONGATION OF PARLIAMENT

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
OCTOBER 31, 1944

October 28. General StilwM, Deputy Supreme Commander in South-
East Asia and C-in-C of tie American forces in India,
Burma and China, was relieved of his command.

An armistice between Bulgaria and the Allies was signed
in Moscow.
October 30.   Allies made swift progress in South-W ester n Holland.

Aircraft of the Royal Navy sank six ships off Norway
and damaged 20 more, including a U-boat.
October 31.   British captured Ca$elle and reached the River Maas.

[October 31, 1944.

IN asking for a prolongation of the life of this Parliament for another
year, I doubt very much whether the Parliament will last so long.
There are powerful factors of uncertainty which tell in opposite
directions, or from different angles. The meetings of the various
parties opposing the Coalition are to take place shortly before and
shortly after Christmas, and while we cannot at all forecast what will
occur, we certainly cannot exclude the possibility that a desire to
return to the party system will be strongly expressed. On the other
hand, we cannot tell when the war against Nazi Germany will be
definitely ended or will fall into the guerrilla stage. I am confident
that all organized parties will see that business through to the very
end. This would almost certainly be the view, I believe, of the great
Trade Union movement, where determination to finish Hitlerism is
strong and invincible.

I am very clearly of opinion that the coalition of parties ought not
to be broken before Nazidom is broken. This was the purpose for
which we came together in the present Government, and it is still
the supreme purpose which affects the safety of the nation and the
Empire. As I said the other day, any attempt to estimate the date
when the war with Germany can be officially declared over could be no
more than a guess. A political convulsion in Germany might bring
it to a speedy end at any time, but agabst that must be set the iron
control of German life in all its forms, including the Army, which has
been established by Hitler's storm troops and secret police. This
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